
The Northeast Greenway 
 is a planning, 

research, and engagement 
project led by the University District 

connected future.

Rail Trail, whose southern terminus is currently Main Street at 

runs parallel to William L. Gaiter Parkway between Kensington 

Road corridor between Main Street and Kensington Avenue into a 
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The Northeast Greenway 
 is a planning, 

research, and engagement

Commuting by bike would be easier 
if there was more connnectivity.”

We need better street space 
for walkers, runners,  
and bike riders.”

Infrastructure is best when accessible.”

I enjoy the trails themselves, 
more than any particular 
destination.”
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Northeast Greenway
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Supported by a $50,000 grant from The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 

engagement, the Community Development Team at the UDCDA 

stakeholders about the proposed trail. 

and working groups, through hands on service events and 

Community Survey 
Community Meetings
Project Committee

Service Events
Crossroads of Creativity

Graduate Planning Studio
Greenspace Fellowship
Regional Advocacy

PROJECT GOALS



The UDCDA worked closely with 

Planning studio that surveyed 

rail trail and created preliminery 

looked at the land use 
surrounding the proposed trail, 
the challenges presented by 

The UDCDA also hired a 
Graduate Greenspace Fellow 

empirical and scholarly research 

on rail trail development 
across the United States and 

understanding of how rail trails 

greenspace in underserved 

advocate for the Greenway 
through local and regional 

Master Plan, the WNY Regional 

Master Plan.

message and online surveys to 

96% of respondents were in favor 

Main Street. 81% of respondents 
said they had access to a bicycle, 

fountains, benches, public 
gardens, trash receptacles, play 
spaces and a dog park along the 
Greenway. Many respondents 
say they run, walk, or bike as 
their primary form of physical 

other parts of the city would 
make them more physically 

more than a dozen community 

to block clubs, neighborhood 

businesses about the Greenway, 
engaging more than 100 

bicycle advocacy groups, the 

and other interested individuals. 

serving in an advisory capacity 

project forward from planning to 

*n=157

Community Survey
Community Meetings

Project Committee

Service Events
Crossroads of Creativity

Graduate Planning Studio
Greenspace Fellowship

Regional Advocacy

The UDCDA partnered with The 
Tool Library to host a series 

focusing on business corridors 
and greenspaces along the 

along William Gaiter Parkway, 

William Gaiter Parkway, the 

throughout the district’s pocket 
and triangle parks, clean ups, 
and tree stewardship days. These 

volunteers from the University at 

and other community groups. 

announced at the second annual 

day art, wellness and community 

event hosted at the Crossroads 

and Minnesota Linear Park. 
which welcomed more than 100 
people down along the Rail Trail.
The UDCDA will wrap up the 

Legacy fund at the Third Annual 

provide the opportunity for 

The Northeast Greenway Initiative is made possible by the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Legacy Funds administered by the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo

Over 350 volunteers 
invested more than 

1,300 hours of service 
worth $33,000 into the 
Greenway corridor.

produced a comprehensive project 
document describing the project 
boundaries, the goals of the 
project, demographics, precedent 
studies for rail trails, design 

For more info or to get involved, please visit: www.udcda.org/ngi

96% 
of survey 

respondents* 
were in favor of 
extending the 
North Buffalo  

Rail Trail



UDCDA will contract a drone 
specialist to generate digital 
imagery of the proposed Rail Trail 

layer maps, data encoded maps 

project. The UDCDA will then 
harness these resources as an 
opportunity to further discuss the 

community stakeholders, and learn 
more about the needs and vision of 
the community. 

sucessful fellowship model piloted 
in Phase 1, the UDCDA will hire 
a graduate student to focus 

community engagement and 

Northeast Greenway, including:
Neighborhood canvassing

website

residents and community groups in 

event, and workshops along the 
Northeast Greenway. These would 
complement a stewardship pilot 
program to be launched separately 
during Summer 2020.

 

concept introduced as part of 

a Spring 2020 undergraduate 
environmental design studio will 

approach with community 
groups, local residents, and 

designs around how Linear Park and 

become a more formalized public 
green space. 

 

online survey through May 2020. 
The UDCDA’s Greenspace Fellow 
will also administer a survey to the 
neighborhoods directly adjacent 

Minnesota Linear Park in the Spring 

 Updates on the Greenway, 

Planning Studio will be shared with 
community members at several 
upcoming events:
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 The UDCDA will 
again partner with the Tool Library 
to host a series of service events 
in the spring. These events will 
focus on major business corridors 
and small and large greespaces 
throughout the district. Notably, 

on William Gaiter Parkway on 
Saturday, April 18, 2020 from 9am 
to 2pm. 

overpass to East Delavan Avenue.
 The 

UDCDA will wrap up Phase 1 

and community event hosted at the 

Trail and Minnesota Linear Park. 
The event will be an opportunity 

feedback.

The  is a planning, 
research, and engagement project led by the University 

grounded in a community’s desire to realize a healthier, 

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 1

PHASE 2 
Community Breakfast
Saturday, March 28, 2020 at 9:00am  
at Gerard Place

 
Community Breakfast

the Delavan Grider Community Center. 



The UDCDA recognizes the vital need for community stewardship for the 

The UDCDA plans to launch a pilot program in Summer 2020 with the 

Youth who will be tasked to learn about public greenspace stewardship, 
green infrastructure, and community planning. They will also assist other 
community volunteers in maintaining the greenspaces along and around 
the Northeast Greenway, as well as the many other community gardens, 
greenspaces, and pocket parks across University District. These tasks may 

The Stewardship Coordinator would also organize and lead weekly clean 

like ‘Hustle for Health’ already run by the UDCDA out of the Gloria J. Parks 

and other adjacent parks and greenspaces with outdoor programming 
such as yoga, aerobics, and a walking club 

The Northeast Greenway Initiative is made possible by the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Legacy Funds administered by the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo

For more info or to get involved, please visit: www.udcda.org/ngi


